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lIT students to soon
share their research
work on website

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Students of the IITs are now
working towards improving the quality of
research at their institutions. A consorti-
um of students of various IITs across the
country willnow collect the details of their
research and make it available through a
common website for all the institutes,
which the students plan to launch by the
end of November.

A two-day long summit of IIT students
called “Inter-IIT Gymkhana Summit 2011”
which began at I[IT-Gandhinagar (IIT-GN)
on Saturday discussed issues which
are common to all of the institutions.
Thesummitwasattended by studentrepre-
sentatives from 10 1ITs including IIT Gand-
hinagar, Guwahati, Rajasthan, Mandi, Ro-
par, Indore, Madras and Hyderabad. IIT
Kanpur and Bombay joined the sessions
online,

Along with several other points they al-
sodiscussed howthey couldshareresearch
works of B Tech, M Tech and PhD students.
“As students are unaware of past research-
es, they often repeat the same research. If
allthe pastresearchesareavailable online,
thisrepetition can beavoided.”

“Students can take forward researches
undertaken by other students and carry it
forward towards advanced stages. A rich
database of a wide range of research could
also become a very useful learning re-
source,” said an IIT alumnus Kalyan Sura-
panani, who intitiated the “Inter-IIT Gymk-
hana Summit” four years back.
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Work on IITSs yet to
take off, cost rises

Chetan Chauhan

& chelan®hindustantimes com

KEW DELHE: The cost of building
eight new Indian Institutes of
Technology (IIT) will be much
higher than the government
anticipated, with the work for
developing permanent cam-
puses not taking off.

The HRD ministry has decid-
ed to prepare new detailed proj-
ect reports of each of the eight
IITs after finding that it will not
be possible to build the premier
technology institutes at the cost
approved by the Union cabinet,

The government had esti-
mated that the new campus of
" each IIT will cost R80C crore
in 2008, when the cabinet
approved the project. It was also
estimated that most of the cam-
puses will be build by 2012.

A HRD ministry review
shows that the work on build-
ing the new campuses has not
started because of delay in
acquisition of land and award-
ing of work by individual II'Ts.
Even the boundary walls for

new lITs in Rajasthan and
Himachal have not been built
and only preliminary work has
started on some others such as
the IIT in Hyderabad.,

The new IITs are running
from temporary campuses allo-
cated by the state governments,

“The IITs had been extreme-
ly slow in starting the work and
meeting the 2012 deadline was
impossible," a senior govern-
ment official said. India’s econ-
omy rival China between 2008
and 2011 had built at least 10
technology institutes in the last
few years to produce high qual-
ity manpower.

Despite a policy push by
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh in 2008 the slow pace of
work has hampered construc-
tion of the new campuses.

The new institutes at the
recent IIT council meeting
pointed out that building the
new campuses at the envisaged
cost of RBOO would not possi-
ble because the cost of raw

material has increased by 30
to 50 %.
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Where are the engineers? '

This refers to the debate “Is the
quality of IIT students declining?”
(October 19). It would be wrong to
categorise all students in one sweep.
However, the concern expressed by N
R Narayana Murthy is well founded.
There are students who view the joint
entrance exam (JEE) as an end in
itself and others who view it as a
means to an end, while IITs seek those
who view success in JEE as a new
beginning. It is possible that the
numbers in the last category are
falling. The reason for this distortion
may be found in the roots of society.
In the sixties, seventies and eighties, it
was the glamour of the “West”; in the
nineties and thereafter it was the
investment banks that became the
“drivers” for seeking admission to
ITTs. Those who could not make it
settled for software companies.
Coaching centres merely make these
success stories into folk tales, as the
advertisements they publish
demonstrate,

This narrow remuneration-driven
perspective of education has been
instilled by parents, schools and even
media that gives front-page coverage
to stratospheric remuneration even as
it obfuscates the median and average
and those in the lower quartile or does
not evaluate the nature of the work
done, As the head of the Chinese
Central Bank in the movie Inside Job
said, when “financial engineers”
replace real engineers, things like the
financial catastrophe of 2008 occur
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because they apply physics and
mathematics to the discipline

! of economics.

Harl Parmeshwar, on email
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Young scientists at work

EnVironment, Energy Projects On Display At Exhibition

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Pure Sciences
may not be the most pursued
course these days, but sci-
enceprojectsinschools have
surely undergone a sea
change. You no longer come
across those tiny test tubes,
animal charts or clichéd ki-
netic energy displays. Pro-
jectslike multi storied farm-
ing, eco-friendly house and
medicinal herbs were set on
display at Modern School,
Barakhamba Road during
the CBSE National Science
Exhibition. Of the 180
school projects that were
showcased, environment
and energy crisis seem to
dominate the theme.

The students of Tagore
International School in Jai-
pur have created a multi-sto-
ried farming pattern to deal
with the problem of space
crunch and to feed more
hungry stomachs. “One
bighaof land costs Rs 2010 30
lakh these days. The farm-
ing output in Rajasthan has
come down by two to three
times. So after interviewing
a number of farmers we
came up with this concept,”
said Shubham Yadav who
worked on the project with
his classmate Anmol Gupta.

Gautam Singh of Army
Public School in Kathua,
Jammu and Kashmir proud-
ly said, “Did you know the
first solar railway station in
Kashmir was at Udhampur?
We want our state to imple-

EUREKA:Students came up with
innovative projects to tackle ¢con-
temporary challenges

ment solar and renewable
energy on a grand scale to
deal with the changing eli-

. mate.” Inspired by solar en-

ergy projects in army areas,
the students had created a
project based on futuristic
architecture.

Sainik School of Goalpa-
ra in Assam made the most
of the rich biodiversity of
the region. “Medicinal
plants grow in many parts of
our state. We have therefore
made aproject from the ther-
apeutic herbs found in our
school campus,” said Hrish-
ikesh Burman. The project
displays were elaborate and
colorful. The best 20 entries
will win a cash prize of Rs
3000 and certificates.

Photos: Yogesh
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13,000-tablet PC sparks

500,000-

B vivek SirhaThehduul dslsnes Com

NEW DELHE: A fortnight after
Canadian electronics-maker
Datawind unveiled its Ubislate,
the world's cheapest tablet PC
priced at 23,000, the company
has bagped orders for around
SO0.000 units from dealers and
distributors across the world.

The company, which is man-
ufacturing the device at Hydera-
bad, i in talks to set up at least
two more manufacturing facil-
ities in India to bump up its
monthly manufacturing capac-
ity to over a million units,

Ubizlate is a 7-inch tablet PC
with 256 MB RAM, 2GB flash
storage capacity and a 366 MHz
processor, running on Android
2.2 operating system.

“We are actively exploring
options to set up new Ubislate
manufacturing lines at Noida
and Cochin,” Suneet Singh Tuli,

order frenzy

= Tuli: right touch MOHD ZAKIRHT

CEQ Datawind told HT.
“Around S50 million (F250 crore)
will be invested over the next
few months (for this).”

The company is in talks with
five electronic manufacturing
service (EMS) companies and
will finalise two to produce
Uhislates for Datawind. EMS

companies manufacture elec
tromic products on contract fo
technology companies, Taiwan
based Foxconn, for instance
manufactures products for tech
nology giant Apple.

Datawind has productiol
facilities in China and Thailand
but i= looking for a “Made i
India" tag for the Ubislate, “Th
romance of Ubislate lies in man
ufaeturing it in India,” Tuli said

The Indian government ha:
ordered one lakh Ubislate PC:
under the brand name “Aakash’

Datawind has confirmed
hookings for another LOS lakl
units in India and 4 lakh fron
dealers around the world. Th
device is expected to retail i
India by December.

Thailand, Arpentina, Panamg
sri Lanka and Sweden ar
exploring tie-ups on the lines o
the India government, to sup
ply the Ubislate to school ane
college students.
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Med entrance scam busted, 17 held

Assistant Professor At Large, 2 Beneficary Candidates Too Absconding

TIMES HEWS NETWORK

Bangalore: An assistant
professor of forensic medi-
cine videographed Post-
eraduate Comimon Entrance
Test (PGCET) 2011 question
papers and emailed them to
nine experts who mailed
back the answers. These
were downloaded and dis-
tributed to 11 candidates sit-
tinginan exam hall of a Bel-
lary medical college, a CID
probe hasrevealed.
Assistant professor Vi-
navalka Prasanna of Viava-
nagar Institute of Medical
Seiences (VIMS), Bellary is
abscondingafter availing an-
ticipatory bail from court.
Craclking the PGET scam

P

How the scam worked

RGUHS norms stipulate that PGCET question
paper bundles be openedfor distributiononly
five minutesbefore 10.30am, the scheduled time
to startthe test. The bundles reached the VIMS

principal around 7.45am. “*But DrPrasanna opened the bundles
around 2amitself. He videographed the question papers and
mailed themtohired expertswhowere housed in various
placesinBellary. These experts answered the questions and
mailed themback," CID DG Bidari explained.

Whatisthe scamabout ?

The PGET 2011 was conducted onJanuary 30, 2011, Aboutold
candidates appeared for the test in VIMS, Bellary. Media
reports spoke about official connivance with some candidates
whowere made tositina single room. Itturned out thatthe 11
candidates, fromthe same roomhad secured topranks,
confirming the allegations. The state government scrappedthe
ranks of all the tainted candidates, wholatermowved high court.

that rocked admission to
post-graduate  courses run
by Rajiv Gandhi University
of Health Sciences{RGUHS),
CID has arrested 17 people,
including top varsity offi-
cials andnine candida tes.

While two candidates --
Dr 8hilpa and Dr Hari Datta-
treya -- are absconding, CID
15 vet to identify the eight ex-
perts who helped Dr Prasan-
na. Theninth expert, DrSan-
tosh, a post-graduate student
with the Regnonal Instituteof
Medical Sciences, Imphal,
was arrested.

Announcing the brealk-
through on Sunday, director
general of CID Shankar M
Bidaritold TOL: *“We suspect
that Dr Prasanna had com-

mitted a similar offence dur-
ing the 20089 and 2010 PGCET
exams. He is absconding af:
ter getting anticipatory bail
from a Bellary court. We will
approach the Supreme Court
toget thebail cancelled.”

All the accused were
handed over to judicial cus-
tody and the police are ques-
tfloning RGUHS and VIMS of-
fieials.

“We suspect that some
top RGUH S officials are play-
ing foul and had a roleto play
in this fraud. We will ques-
tion them in detail.” another
imwestigating officer said.
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British univ shuts over degree row

London: The 120-year-aold University of Wales, which was recently in news for validating degrees at colleges where
controversial practices were revealed affecting many students from India, among others, has been abolished. An Indian-origin
lecturer at the Rayat London college was filmed advising students on how to cheat Britain's immigration officials while securing

awork visa.

lts degrees were validated by University of Yales.

Mow the scandal-hit university has been abolished after it merged with two colleges to farm the new University of Wales
Trinity 3t David university. University of WWales council chairman Hugh Thomas resigned after the merger decision.

Medwin Hughe s, the vicechancellor of the merged university, said it was a "strong brand”. He said students inwould still be
able to finish a University of Wales degree. PTI



Page 8 of 11

Times of India ND 24-Oct-11 P23

'New planet with water ice

‘Snow White’ May Have Remnants Of An Atmosphere

Washington: Astronomers have
discovered a mysterious little
dwarf planet which they believe is
covered in ice and may sport the
wispy remnants of anatmosphere.
The planet, nicknamed “Snow
White”, lies outside Neptune and is
orbitingthe Sunas part of the Kuip-
er belt — the ring of icy bodies that
orbit the sun beyond Neptune.
Officially known as20070R10, it
isactually red, half of its surfaceis
covered by water ice that probably
spewed from ancient cryovolca-
noes, researchers said. :
It’sbelieved that the dwarf plan-
et’sreddish huelikely comesfroma
thin layer of methane, the last
gasps of an atmosphere that has
been bleeding off into space for
eons. “You get to see this nice pic-
ture of what once was an active lit-

Jansatta N
\

The planet lies outside
Neptune and is about half
the size of Pluto. It is
believed to have been
broken off from another
dwarf planet, Haumea

tle world with water volcanoes and
an atmosphere, and it’s now just
frozen, dead, with an atmosphere
that’s slowly slipping away,” lead
scientist Mike Brown of California
Institute of Technology said.

At the time of its discovery in
2007, Brown guessed that Snow
White had broken off long ago from
another dwarf planet, called Hau-
mea — a weird, football-shaped
body, which is sheathed in water
ice. Hence, it's nicknamed Snow

D 24-Oct-11 P9

White. However, follow-up studies
scon showed that Snow White,
which is about half the size of Plu-
to, is actually quite red like many
other Kuiper Belt objects. So Brown
and his team weren’t expecting to
find a lot of water ice when they
used the Magellan Baade Telescope
in Chile to take a closer look at
Snow White last year. But, spectral
datashowed water ice abounded on
Snow White’s surface.

“That wasabig shock. Waterice
is not red,” Brown said. Scientists
already knew one dwarf planet
that'sbothred and covered with wa-
ter ice: Quaoar, which Brown and
his team discovered in 2002. Re-
searchers think Quaoar once had
an atmosphere composed of vola-
tile compounds such as methane,
carbon monoxide and nitrogen. rni
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